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Jong Obſervation he had made on the W: Ways © of 
Providence in the Government of the World. 


In ſpeaking t© them I ſhall, + 


Fiſt, Shew lome-\yery _—_ Miſtakes 


_ _. that are about, we M4 2 a0 _—_ 
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world” Covers the Word? by by! 2nv5ie Riva 
tees '/ dporis is Well-known, 
wear. hall an and - 


tia” Boles 't 915 
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tacks "Was" a Providence, 


ReRtitude”or Obliquiry of Men's "AStions, ir Ben's | 


: ſuicable orgs: a Bortheita 
- Arumph cv Irapunity Jin 
Wodd?: And this, they lay; is/arep 
Providence: And an Argument:that: God 
no' care of Meledotlie of this 1c wy Y1d; 
That Virwe and/' Vice are alike: Wa 6c \ Thar: 


he looks with indifferency. on the Good-or, Evil f 


of 'Humatv Acts: Which the 

to / be indeed | beneath the: Dig icy / 
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IV. There is | a Prulh incident t0-manyocht- 
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of Bad: Mew'in the- World. [hey'"16: 
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@ cv: manteh with God (6). Righteour.ors; chou, 0 Lord, 
: ' when-{ plead with then, Jet ttt” he talk with ithe 
of thy doth: tbe: way: of - the 


hy. Judgwiews. 
Wicked: projper + Wherefore | are. all they is that 
| deal wry Treacherouſl * Thin hoſt planted them, 
| Yea, | they havie- ALT Row Grow: yea,» they 
"_ iflech Erutt. allthis iehogagbt 
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« and Tranſlated Her to a better Crown : Con- 
flagrations: Earthquakes : The Miſeries and Deſo- 
lations - of un rok erous and 'unſuccefsful'War : 
Infatuation of Publick Miniſteries and Councels : 
Civil Diſcords': 'and the like. Puniſhments at- 
rending Chriſtian Societies, are, -Hereſtes, or 
(;2Thef. Exrors in Do&trine, Strong Delufrons ( i ); A Lying 
mi anda: Crediilous' Spirit- ſent -out- among Men : 
Schiſms and Difſentions among Brethren : -Ourt- 
ward Perſecutions from 'Adverſaries : And 
(4) er. laſtly, a'removal of ' God's Candleſtick (-k),” and 
5 a'transferring of :his Kingdom to-others that- will 
CD) Marth, bring forth'the Fruits thereof (1). © With ſuch Judg- 
70-4 ments as theſe Almighty God Puniſhes the Sins 
of Civil and Religious Communiries/in this 
| World: And they are therefore call d: Tempo- 
ral: Judgments, becauſe they are inflicted here, 
and 'can be 'no where elſe; and to put a dif- 
ference betwixt Them, and thoſe Eternal Judg- 
ments that are reſerved for Particular Bad Men 
m the- other World. Y pe 
- And | God ſeldom delays theſe Judgments 
upon Societies, as he delays the Puniſhment of 
Particular Perſons, for this plain Reaſon : Thar, 
ſhould theſe Judgments be reſpited roo long, 
they would not 4alt 6n *thoſe Sinful Generations 
that have deſerved them, and have provoked 


God 


Rebukes and Laſhes © bi own Conſcience (m 
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Thoſe Generations Wotild' paſs away,” and, be- 
ing gone, theſe Jl ments” "would [not reach 
them.” The gu ilty Dead would hor feel theſe 


vr Calamiies in their Graves. 
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dfcrcne to thetnſdves.”A''Bi8 Man al ays 
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bears 'a ſecret Puniſhment” within Him. * very 


ill Action he does expoſes him * tothe wy 


m)Cicer, 
And there'can hardly "be | 2, Sreatet Putij | nn fk I 1.6.40 
than a "Guilty Mind "to "a BadMarl in” this 2239, 
World. Moreover, the Tumult/ and Diſorder i) 
of his Paſſions, which claſh wich &ach other, nd fumes, 
often "meer with exaſperating”Difficalties A the 


putſuicof unlawful Objedts, teſt elites his | 


awakening Fears, and Jealouſies, and Diftrafts, 

and Thitſt of Revenige, Thele, and a Thouſand 
things'more. of the like narure, diſturb' the Peice 

and Tranquility of his Sout. "For the Wicked are 

hke the troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters 

caſt up Wire and Dirt: There is no Peace, faith mM 

Gd, to theWitked (n\., A Bad Man can, never OTA 


have that 'ittward Com Fmt ind Eilſe* whi 
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ſpene Life ; which ſprings fram 2 good Con- 
_ and from calm and well-govern'd Paſ- 
fions. . So that tho! we ſhould: ſuppale a Bad 
Man ts, live Pcoſperoufly, as. ro all- ourward 
Enjoyments and Cucuraſtances of Life, -and to 
deparr ar laſt from the World without any ap. 
arcat Mark of Divine Diſpleaſuxe againſt him 
for his Sins, ill. ic.cannot, be ſaid chat, he. g' 
off Yapunith'd, 1o_ long as whilt he Sole git 
carried theſe Tormentors in his Breaſt, viz, theſe 
Horrors and Apxieties of Conſcience, theſe fret- 
ng and. vexatious Paſſions, which were a; tex- 
ible Puniſhmeng tho' he ſuffer'd no other, And 


ws Plutarch (o) urges, in anſwer to thoſe who 


c-9xi/7 ;n his Time denied. the Divine Providence in 
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the World, becauſe they ſaid the Wicked were 
not puntllyd. Are they not puniſh'd who lie 
under ſuch cruch Agonics of Mind, and whom 
ſtill, one, raging Luſt or ocher robs of all che 
Good and Quiet of- their Lives? which is the 
.cale of every Saul of Man that doth El, | 


| 3- Nor axe Bad Men ſecure even againſt Qut- 
ward Puniſhment. For Wickedneſs and Vice 
are-not always Proſperous inthe World, \ There 
Tang iogumcrable naps 
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have been 1n all. 
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of Bad Men, who have beem: as. Poor; and 
Wretched, and in every refpe&t as Unhappy. ia 
the World, as others; /haye, met: with -a3,tnany” 
Misfortnnes; and ! Dilappointmenss, and:! grofs” 
Actidents:; have been!) as. deſtzzute -of all the: 
Comforts of- Life ;- and have: had: as Tragical 
Ends. « Wickednels and! Viee have: anaueat 
Tetidency to make Mianmulerable-inchis World; 
But, Providence. often- incerferes! by: mard{4m-: 
mediate Paniſhments. - God does: not always; 
Puritth; Bad Men'io this World, .buthe; dets.m 
ſorwecimes.” Nov a day but/ ke gruſhes eh bale 
Sinner; or- other- into; ryines We. t99-okyn gall; 
Gafualries, and Fortuitous/Dilafers, thitigs thac, 
the- Effects of che Divine Indignation, ihe; #;a6s, 
by Secondary Calls: 'But: forme! Paniſhuagnss; 
bear very Signal Marks of Diving, Vengearce, 
and one may viſibly diſcern the Finger of God 
in them. -Theretofe no Bad Manicant peomilc 
himſelf impunity even-m this: World, andiyen- 
rence againſt an Evil Work 1.S, lomenmes teguced: 
ſpeedily. 5 20-2205. L0T 4197: 20101 1,5 5 
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This were enough to- vindicate che Divine 
Juſtice and Providence from the Exceptions and 


Cavils of Men, tho'no more were ſaid in- this 
Matter. 
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Matcer: «© For this Thews thart 'there is' a God; 
That he is no-idle SpeRtator of Human Aﬀairs ; 
Thac:heis an Enetny- co Wickednefs and:'Vice ; 
That he'is concern d- for the Honour:and Mi- 
jefty of his Laws; And'that many :times Pu: 
niſhment hangs: oer- a Sinner's | head , - like a 
Cloud charg'd with Thunder ,” ready-to break 
upon him when heis leaft aware: of .it.. Bur 
I-ſhall-parſue-this Argument further. For ſtill 
it is, very evident thar God -does not always 
punifh- Bad Men in this World. : -He-Puniſhes. 
Some, but- he- Puniſhes not All. Many lead 
very Wicked Lives, who, ſetting afide that in- 
ward Trouble of Mind, which no Bad Man 
can more or leſs be exempr from, live in great 
Proſperity and Aﬀuency of all the Good Things 
of this World. '- -- © | 


The End of Divine Puniſhment in this 
World: muſt- be/ the Corre&ion. ors the. Deſtru- 
Rion-of the' Offender. Bur there: are very good 
Reaſons why God does not always Puniſh,Bad 
Men in this World, with reſpe&t to either of 
Thele. YUOLH 
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this Phreazs of Furure Pundhment are a Juf- 
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inthe ondinavy ;Courle,of+ his Jultice) inhis 
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ordinary Courſe of his Juſtice, becauſe ſome 
imay © be: neceflary''in the World. 

But, -tor che Genecality of Mem}: This/he 
xdoubr iis.che melt ſuitable>Merhod, becauſe 
Fe ——— room for. —_ exercife of: the:Pow- 


Crs 


the 


Eormards , * anid> of taking @>/ProſpeBiiqat - > ( 
# -Diſtance, 
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ers of Reaſon, God has given to every 
Man Natural Notices of '» Good'vandi Evil. 

\ To us Chtiſtians he has added his Word for 
#iorslipetlectyRule of Life;' He) Erlcou- | 
'Good( Maw” Het Threatens the Ball: 
And he: has actually: Puniſh'd-' ſome; even 
in'ithis ofld, rofor 27 Warnings 'to:'others. 
Akter-thayrharican: be:proper for 'God'to 
d&[niove;r but ww teave the reſt and» groſs: of 
Minkind»to 'the 'Uſe of! that Reaſon hethas 
tary ors age ate s/boſieun 

acing.ande n,mi bed, 

6 iu Jocew@noagh koltbave:tndow'd thenh 

_ width Coninon'Inftinebor'Sente of" Feeling. 
Andcaccardingly:I obſerve that'St,/Paul; irvhus 
i. | Þpiftleqtorthe Romans 6p );- calls: that Service 
whichi:ifGod?:requirts 1»fromv © Man in this 
Worlds: : Agar Aetmbac! ''0 Reaſonable Service ; 
chat) is; a Service grounded on the Convi- 
&tion: of. the Judgment, and on che Princi- 
ples: and Deductions of Reaſon." 
90} 210290 coli o 
Y/Gad y Toon ſhot abvaysn -Panifh Bal 
Mearin' this World, becaule Man is::a Free 
Agcos:: BurPtelcnt Puniſhment would«bririg 
20% ago ROY upon him; in 
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I. God does not Fl bak Bad Mei 
ti o of i wekat, He takes no, Pleaſure i in - 
Wicked '(r), "and; does. nor Wo (r)- Tack, 
rag gig the dren of Men( / ). _ 
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'Reſbfittnents, atid.nor Upon FOR Bad: 
"that Meh Kh [ us to fly to 
Revitige, Retdliate Evil F for 4-1 
We vught . cy; Fo nothing fry "much AS . 1000 dil . A's 
nttace the” Dj vide ji ang 26 hd. wan = 
- 6hs/; nd thea indeed* We'becort :orne e like Go _— Van 
? with, hke kiit, we ſThew YL and g good » 
Wal. vers to: "thoſe that 45 crve our Fe "> ores 
-ahd our Averlion. a 40 7-8 Fa * EE 


of Bd Fls heſt, | ho! 3 - 5 Ts 7; Roy {2 mac 
and to = re; who LD is Sun to rife on | vu 
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od Rea; God does not always Lake vi. 35 
PAs J th Bxd A dn nt iis Wade ron hox' a Ns L tk 
lick we” d Hoe Fr ings Na- 


cure, 


A Cy 


18 © » A Sermon, Freeandidn's 


"ene; forahaneh, 3s Plat hin, 
Heathen, Philoſopher, uſes ir. on, che like 


(») Lib. 4 Occaſion (w). = erred ak. dig, 
crmifrore-" "And lince the Words. of. the Text are 
min.60 the Words ofa ROYAL PREACHER, 
and that this is too God-like-a Virtue to be 
confin'd among Private Men, why; may we 
not. ſuppoſe that the Great Governor, of 
the World deſigns 'this Lenity and; Indul- 
gence to Sinners for .,an Example alſo to 
(x) Senec, 4 Thoſe whom, he has conſtituted his Vice-ge- 
Cor HDL rents on Earth (x)? KINGS are called 
Deorum ſibi God in Scripture ( 9), and they ;all bear the 


rm PR1K. Sacred Charadter of that Almighty Power 
Leg cit that Rules the Univerſe ; Bur then they may 
Sane; be truly faid to be the lively Images of the 
des deat; Heavenly K I'N G, when, like him, they 
ram relinguer, are ſlow to Puniſhment, and ſhew, Mercy 


exutear, guy. Where they might uſe Severity. 


dam patiatur, 

[xi * TIL. Goddoes not always Puniſh Bad Men in 

mY this World, that they may have time to Re- 
pent and grow better. . And, this Reaſon is 

+) Plararey 310 given by the Heathen Moralift | (4). 

x ſor. Though a Sinner do Evil an Hundred times, his 

Days are Prolong'd ,” lays our ROYAL 
fn pu *FREACHER. , 


{ 
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P.REA-C HER; in! the: Verſe. ,which-tol- 
lows:cher; Text. - Prolang'd no-dowibs for-this, 
thac,- ſecing the; laic quicy-of: his::Ways; he may 
fly from the: Wrath to.comie (a), which the Dj C4) Mar. ii 
vine, Benignity intends ll Men ſhould have ' 
ar mCagarety ed 3; 31129 
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IV God. doesiie Fes Puniſh Bad Men 
in this, World, : becauſe" this Warld is a 
State of Probation and-;Triat:\ Andifuch a 
State will not admit of Preſent Puniſhment. 
For in order to be provd Men muſt be 
left; inia manner £0 themleluts.. 


Wi God. dach ha ak Puniſh Bad 

Men inc-this;/ World, \ becauſe they-are to have 
their; Portion . in- it:0b).  Few:: Men -are-J{o (6) P.wii 
very:Bad' as not; to do ſome Good one * 
time or other: And thou gh. That may not 
be )enough . $0{.entitle | ho $9 the Glorzqus 
Rewards. ok: anozher. Word At; May jibe: -Q- 
nough to; procure/them ja ;Reprieve |, frm 
Putuſhment, and ſome. Temporal-;Bleflings 
in: This: For the 'Righreous: [udge;|of the 
Workd will: Not {uffer;” thej ;Gopd - Aftions 
.6ven of, Bad. Men! to. go without 4 Recgm- 
55ti * pence : 
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pehce 2 ' And it muſt be ſuch ani one as this 
World: will afford. Jebw- was ccemainty'/a Bad 
Man-z: yer, for- one Good Work thathie did), 

'i6. deſtroying the Houle: of hab: as\Gad 
| had Cominanded |-him, he | grene 
Proſperity in his days, hedicd-in Peace, and 
God promiſed that his Children of the Fourth 

C&) 2 B08 Gtxeration | fit vv the Throw of rael/ (c). 

Thus, the Wicked Rich Man. was rold:in/Hell 
zhur in4þic- 66 thme he had wel} Ihe Good 


_ Thugs (4): | 11% 3O $4 


VI. God, Us ow Puniſh Bad 
Men. in this World, becauſe they are (o in- 
wonmix'd avith' the: Good, thar >the One 'can- 

mot >be ' Pynifltt but the Other maſt /par- 
aicipme ja: choir © Puniſhment :*"God: chere- 
po. ſpares the)Bad, in and-compath. 
/on te'the iGeod,. If Bad /Men- did tive in 
this World aparrby themfclves; \then>God 
Haight (puniſh thetn / withour - involving the 
Good ih 'th&r *Qalamity't Bur there ate 
ſuch -coniwor Tycs -of Blood, and Kindred, 
-of Alliance, and-Friendlhip, of Intereſt, and 
cthe-Uike,-berwixe: Them, -thar-:the Punifh- 
rent. of the One would! be. 4 «teal Tor. 
ment 
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mennb""'ajid " AMiRtion' :t0:.behe' vechen A t 
Ereons Facher: miay'thavera very icked 
> ; 2nd a Righreods Sh 19may% have 
« vey Widked Father 'BuOcontd-u'5Fa- 
thier" His own Bbwals, bri'Som Hittrithir 
Him, hurried to Ponifhndkenr? indÞifnet 
be ebnedti 'Þd ic 2il There!Gyill be a. Time 
wiiea alt theſe Relidnk of 'Plefh 4rid Blood 
will 'ceaft ;- and Thatwilhbe 4ipioper:Seafon 
for Punifhichenc''! Int  Xhis0Wottdy” the Tares 
cannot /be Water wihour Pots up the Wheat 
wb theh :Therefote they milft boch!:gyow up 
together itil che Fw *(e)!!! Ih" Publick and (c) ack. 
National! [udgthcrts Good Meitindedd do'of wh 24. Ge 
teri ſuffer undiſcrithitiately wwirlthe Bad,"be. 
cafiſe it"eanridtbeotherwile. 'Bat everi/Pliblick 
5nd National ſudbmients hay&beenaverred'in 
fxiyodr- to" Gobd Men, wWho'ene' muſt hays 
ſhar'd in''che Comitnoi Miferies of cheit 
Cbutitry 7 "Sodom *it elf," that Wicke#'"City, - 
he te hk reain'd all this Bay" had acts vn «(4 
ball be Ten'C Ggdd * Men'in 46" God word 
not have Mes it for thei Jakes CFO" aerogee / oe 
T Te 11319579 O37 £1! f F | 
i VI1P2Gdd 'Joes we: thity S: Ph ne 
Meh in this World; thar he -2Y4i8y' exertiſe 
the Faith of Good Mei! When 4Gbad'Man 
D lees 
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(4) 2 Cor. 
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(d) 2 Pet. ii. 


9, &. 
(7) 2 Cor, 
Iv. 18. 


(&) 1 John) 
v.4 


ſees aNotorious MalefaQor remain unpuniſh'd, 
nay, Flouriſh and Proſper, as tho' > a was 
no. God hor Providence itri the World, tis 
an \excellenc- Occaſion that God gives. him 
to retire within, Himſelf , to live above 
Senſe and External Shews and . Appear- 
ances ,: to  abſtra& ' his Thoughts, from 
Groſs: and Corporeal. Objects, to look be- 
yond -this Life, ., and to raiſe his. Mind to 
the \ Contemplation , of | the Unſeen and 
Inviſible Things. of another. World ;, In 
a Word, to, walk by Faith, and not by. Sight 
(g). Such was the-Faithof. the. ancicgr Ser- 
vants. of. God, / when, ja their Time un- 
puniſh'd and ſucceſsful. Impiety. o'erflow'd 
che World, and their Righteous Souls. were 
daily, vex'd with the filthy, Converſation of the 
Wicked (b). We look nat at thethings which are ſeen, 
lays the Apoſtle (i), but at the things which 
are not feew And This i. that Faith that 
overcomes. the. World (k). © - Should. God  ex- 
ecute Judgment , in-.this World - according 
to every. Man's Deſerts, there - would be 


' lictle left for Good Men to exerciſe their 


Faith. about. Ic would be ,no longer Faith, 
but .. Evidence. - Good,” Men indeed may 
be: ſurpriz'd at, the Impunity of Bad Men 
God & ' - In 


"« $6idiun,;. i. 


yh Feds % — 
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'" VIII. God docs not always Puniſh Bad 
Men in. this World, becauſe, 'ſays Plhtarch, 


(m) he reſerves them to be, a Puniſhment to (# v+ 64. 


others. Even Good Men may need Cor- 


rection, When they do ſo, and God will have 


the hands of Men to intervene in it, he 
does not uſually employ the Miniſtry of 

haftiſc them ; He em- 
ploys Bad Men, as fitteſt for that Work: 
And he makes the Bad Puniſh one another. 
So that Bad Men are indeed in the World, 
what Common Execurioners are in the beſt 
and wiſeſt Governments. They are the 
Publick Li&ors chat carry the Rods and 


Axes of the Supream Didtacor of the World, 


and muſt theretore be. put. in a Capacity to 
execute the Orders and Decrees of his Ju- 
ſtice. This is to be underſtood more par- 
ticularly of ſome Bad Men, © Thoſe I mean 

oe. > that 
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Men in; this) Wortd; becauſe chewe! Sims ate 
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Men-.enjoy-for- a; few-Years;in- this Workd, 

attended with the-'endleſs 'Torments' of ano- 

ther World,. can.be:no Objection! againſt 'the 

Divine Juſtice and Providence. + a Bad 

[Men muſt account - for this. Impunity they 

- now-enjoy.': It will aggravate: their Guile, 

and add to: their Punihmens , | that they 

- - tnade no" better uſe ; of, the, Opportunity: of 

. Grace-ithat was” pur into. their.\hands; not 

. conſidering that the Goodneſs of God led them 

(1) Rom. ii, | #0 Repentance (7). * Nor is there a mote 

4. {certain Proof: of a Future State (/), where 

Os God, will ;recribure. Puniſhmenss | proporti 

Zones. ',oned ro eycry one's Demerits, than the Im. 

punity. of /Bad Men in the World; © That 

God does not Puniſh them now, ſays Chry- 

{) 44 2p. | (ofton; (t);, 12 Sad Prelage thar he has ſome 
axcioch.Hm, Terrible, Vengeance in ſtore for them. 

From| what has been {aid it may appear 

. - how little Reaſon ſome Men: have to. Im- 

t; _ and call into-queſtion, the Divine Ju- 

[ice and. Providence, becauſe ' Bad -Men re- 

main Unpuniſh'd-in the World; Not that [ 

think it poſſible to trace every Footſtep, and 

folve All the Various Phenomena of Provi- 

dence in the World: God's Judgments are. a 


great 


D (u): His _ are 
roar known the Mind'o 
who has been bis Counſellor (#) 2 | 
know as muchas-is nece 
at-eaſe; abour this: Matter ; Wherein if> any 
thing yet remains, that, we cantiot now! wa 
tricate, . let us remetnber that a Day io 
that will clear up This, and all Bk 
Paſlages.of Providence! - Then, :we->fhall be 
able to give' an account'of ro 1d 
chat happeiis to eyery Man in this 73 
_c read in the Roe of Heaven the Ordexs 

of the: Divine\Counſels: :Arid/thereiwe ſhall 
ſee with:whar. infigite' Goodieſs;/ and Juſtice, 
and' Wiſdom; God' rules” the 'World; and: 
diſpoſes of Human Afairs. - In the mean. 
while, .it, becomes,;us"to, teverence;ithedivi- 
fible Power-and Majeſty'6f 'God ; To ftaffd 
in. awe of his Judgments, this chey. ſeem ne- 
ver F far' off; To Work out our. 6pn:Jalvgtion 
with ear and trembling x) 'Being nh CGD: 
[waded that | God 4h Bad: Men PA - 
pery Places :\ He caſts them: dw; and" deſtroys 
them,” 0 how, ſuddenly d they conſume, . periſh, 


and come to a fearful End (yl: +, ©: = \, O)Pfalbaxtii. 
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